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Industry Research
The special task force committee reviewed the following research reports from the Outdoor
Foundation that addressed activities, participation interests and outdoor trends.
• The Outdoor Foundation report on Outdoor Participation by Activity
• The Outdoor Industry Association, Inspirational Sports Participation by Age
• US Dept. of Agriculture and US Dept of Forest Service, Recreation Participation Trends
These reports provided the committee with an overall glance of the outdoor recreational
activities trends, activity participation by age groups, and a history/trend of the numbers
participating in various activities.
Members were encouraged to follow up through additional channels on outdoor/park activities
including reaching out to local citizens on the subject. Those local citizens are identified above as
auxiliary advisors and their input has been incorporated within the following recommendations.

Preeminent Activities
It’s important to note that all those who have contributed to this report are
of like mind; that upon opening the park it must provide “the one thing” that
differentiates itself from other parks and recreational facilities.
To that end the committee collectively suggests that adult’s and children’s engagement with
nature should be the preeminent focus in the first phase of the parks development, reinforcing

the overall park’s mission and emphasizing natural elements the property provides. Learning in
and through nature is an educational essential that calls for new ways to safely attract today’s
adults, youth and children into local, natural settings to re-integrate the experience of nature.
Such action will help to set the stage for present and future generations to be more active
growing up both loving nature and understanding human dependence on healthy environments.
In addition childhood engagement with nature is more likely to produce conservation-minded
citizens willing to care for our natural resources, and to recognize them as a precious economic
asset.
Parks are a proven tangible reflection of the quality of life in a community:
• They provide identity for citizens and are a major factor in the perception of quality of life
in a given community.
• Parks and recreation programs and services contribute to the health of children, youth,
adults, and seniors.
• Parks and recreation services are often cited as one of the most important factors in
surveys of how livable communities are.
• Parks are proven to improve water quality, protect groundwater, prevent flooding,
improve the quality of the air we breathe, provide vegetative buffers to development,
produce habitat for wildlife, and provide a place for children and families to connect with
nature and the outdoors.
• Parks have a value to communities that transcend the amount of dollars invested or the
revenues gained from fees. Parks provide a sense of public pride and cohesion to every
community.
Although the committee members were cautious and mindful of tangible costs, the overall
attributes of property, recreation activity and the public’s experience were the forefront of our
recommendations. The committee also felt a few activities, programming and structures were a
given and would be incorporated if not at the beginning, over time as the park continued to be
developed such as:
Points of gathering (i.e. benches, table, smaller shelters, etc.)
Observation points and quiet spaces
Programming instruction and educational pods

Project Cost
The committee would suggest the park board refer to the original Master Plan
completed by Rundell Ernstberger Associates, LLC for more detail cost opinions.
Although the special task force was not charged for completing cost estimates, we
have included our best estimates as a project cost scales.
It’s important to note these project costs do not include any roads, parking or
infrastructure cost which would be needed.
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The recreational activities listed are put in order of priority the committee
recommends to the park board. It also goes with out saying that “Trail” whether
hiking, jogging, biking should all be incorporated as joint uses and remain a natural
surface without stone and hard surface materials. Unless necessary to prevent
erosion.
Nature Play & Learning

A designated area in an outdoor environment where children of all ages and abilities play and
learn by engaging with natural elements, materials, organisms and habitats. Nature play and
learning spaces contain mainly natural materials such as plants trees, shrubs, vines, ground
covers, stones, water, dirt piles, fallen trees, hollowed-out logs, and a multitude of other natural
elements designed to encourage hands-on manipulation and discovery. Natural materials
provide inspiration, allowing children to shape their environment and at the same time exercise
fine motor skills.
Project Cost: $$ - $$$$

Skills Trail

Family friendly skills trail(s) designed to help young riders learn balance, negotiate obstacles
and other challenges. Some of the great things about trail biking are you can get off the beaten
path and not worry about traffic or road obstacles. It’s a great way to introduce nature hikes on
wheels.
Project Cost: $

Heritage Farm / Garden Program

Celebrate Hendricks Co. Farm Heritage where visitors can learn and participate in family
activities, games and programs about the American farm. Programming should start by
establishing heritage fruit and nut orchards that represent the early produce. Visitors can enjoy
exploring and learning about heritage vegetable, herbs and flowers exhibited in raised beds. In
cooperation with the Hendricks County Master Gardeners the area should be set up and
managed as an outdoor educational center. The designated Heritage Farm area should also
offers a variety of school programs as well as programs for the general public.

Project Cost: $

Single Track Trail

Today, for millions of Americans, biking trails are a link to the outdoors, providing opportunities
for recreation and exercise.
Many are realizing the benefits from having bike trails and greenways close to home:
• They make communities better places to live by preserving and creating open spaces for
recreation.
• Bike trails and greenways provide new opportunities for outdoor recreation expanding
peoples’ knowledge and appreciation for nature.
• They also provide a unique facility to serve a diverse population of a community that may
otherwise have limited opportunities to access natural areas due to financial or
transportation constraints.
• Bike trails provide affordable exercise and recreational opportunities within the
community.
Although the topographic of the property my not provide the most interest, single-track trails
around the property tree line would provide more than adequate trails for the recreational rider.
Project Cost: $$

Adventure Challenge Trail

Adventure challenge trail is the sport of running over a variety of surfaces generally over long
distances, where the runner has to overcome nature or man made obstacles . Challenges include
water crossing, scrambling, balance, climbing, etc. To utilized space efficiently adventure
challenge trails should be incorporated with the normal hiking trail with the challenge set off to
the side.
Project Cost: $$

Good Places

Good places for interaction are spaces that make people want to gather and socialize. In order for that
to be the case, these spaces need four basic characteristics:
• There has to be a reason for people to go there.
• There has to be a reason for people to want to stay once they’ve arrived.
• People in the space have to feel safe and comfortable.
• The space has to be welcoming and accessible to everyone.
Think of ways to accommodate people gathering (i.e. rocking chairs, lawn furniture vs. just
picnic table.)

Project Cost: $$$ - $$$$

Archaeology Discover History

Discover History – through a pioneer log cabin that was once located on the propery.
Archaeological techniques will introduce kids to the science that reveals so much about people,
heritage and history. Participants learn how archaeologists figure out where to dig, learn
methods from mapping a site to sifting dirt to using delicate brushes to unearth artifacts. The
park system should use this opportunity to team up with partners such as Indiana Historical
Society, Purdue, IU, IUPUI, or others.
Project Cost: $

Water Trails

Water trail and playscape that utilize rocks, sculptures, water features and interactive play
elements to entertain the young children, while a more physically challenging trail could be
incorporated for older children.

Project Cost: $$

Geocache Trails

Geocaching is a kind of high-tech treasure hunt. You use a satellite-linked location finder called a GPS
receiver or smartphone to track down boxes filled with "treasures" of all kinds. Geocaches are never
buried. You may find a geocache tucked inside a log, tree stump, under a bush, or behind a wall.
Often fallen sticks and leaves are used to disguise the geocache. It's a way to explore new places
while getting outside and enjoying a fun challenge for the entire family.
More than 200 nature centers and parks signed on to be hosts, purchasing trail kits and setting
them up on geocahing.com.
Project Cost: $

Adopt – A – Tree Program (Reforestation of W.S. Gibbs)

The Adopt-A-Tree program should offer participants the opportunity to make living donations to
the park, with the tree of their choice. (Both deciduous and non-deciduous species will need to
be pre specified.) For a predetermined amount, donors may choose their tree(s) and give the gift
that keeps on growing. A tree planted in memory of a loved one, is a living tribute that benefits

present and future generations. The program can be a unique gift for events as birthdays,
holidays, graduations, wedding, births, anniversaries or a special occasion.
Project Cost: $
Additional ideas considered as startup to W. S. G. park, but not necessarily recommended in the
first phase.
Major expansion of Heritage Farm area
Zip Line
Indoor play area
Youth obstacle course
Adventure/Mud runs
Indoor animal habitat exhibits and water activities
Large green space for group activities
Special needs playground
Certified 5K and 10K running trails.
Climbing wall
Splash pads
Camping area

