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Prairie Plant Identification
Remember, all living things found in the park 
must remain in the park, no matter how pretty.

Over 100 species of grasses and wildflowers 
grow in the tall grass prairie. Here are just a few 
you might see!

Switch Grass
Panicum virgatum
Blooms: Aug–Oct
Height: 4–7’

The prolific Switch Grass has 
long, branching stems with 
tiny seeds on the end of each 
branch. It is under research for 
a new form of bio-fuel more 
efficient than corn.

...the Coils 
of the Snake?

Can you 
find your 
way through...
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Big Bluestem
Andropogon gerardii
Blooms: Aug–Oct
Height: 4–9’

The most prominent 
species in the tall grass 
prairie, Big Bluestem is 
a sod-forming bunch of 
grass. Its alternate name, 
Turkey Foot, describes its 
3-branched seed heads.

Indian Grass
Sorghastrum nutans
Blooms: July–Sept
Height: 3–7’

A prevalent species in 
the tall grass prairie,  
Indian Grass is an 
upright, clump-forming 
plant varying from  
yellow to orange in the 
fall. Look for a large 
seed head and bright 
yellow pollen sacs.

Showy Goldenrod
Solidago speciosa
Blooms: July–Oct
Height: 2–7’

One of many types 
of goldenrod in 
this region, Showy 
Goldenrod bears 
columnar clusters 
of yellow flowers.

Tall Ironweed
Vernonia gigantea
Blooms: July–Oct
Height: 3–7’

The hardy Tall 
Ironweed produces 
deep purple blooms 
comprised of 13–30 
tiny flower heads. 
The dried stems are 
dark brown with 
tan seed heads.



Maze Rules
No smoking.

Watch your step for 
uneven ground.

Do NOT create your 
own path through 
the prairie grass.

Recycle this map 
when you are done.

HAVE FUN!
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