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Park Board Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Wednesday, May 3rd, 2023  955 E. Main Street 

2:00 p.m.  Danville, IN 46122 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 2:04 p.m.  
 

 

Board Present: Mike Hayden, President  

   Brad Eisenhart, Vice President 

Matt Freije, Secretary 

Bill DuMond 

Gary Emsweller 

Paul Miner 

Jeff Pell  

    

Staff Present:  Ryan Lemley, Superintendent  

Jim Holtsclaw, Park Manager 

Sarah Wolf, Park Naturalist 

Patty Seymour, Administrative Assistant 

 

Guests:  None 

    

A.  CALENDAR 

A-1. Adopt Agenda 

Eisenhart moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Emsweller; motion passed unanimously. 

 

A-2.  Approval of Minutes from February 1st, 2023, Park Board Meeting 

Miner moved to approve the minutes; seconded by Freije; motion passed unanimously. 

 

B.  PUBLIC HEARINGS / PRESENTATIONS 

B-1.   Public Comments 

With discussion taking place regarding the demolition of the East Campus Building that currently 

houses HCP&R administrative offices, DuMond inquired if it would be beneficial for the Park Board to 

participate in such discussions with good intentions to help with the long-term placement of HCP&R 

administrative staff/office. After a lengthy discussion regarding the subject matter, the Park Board 
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determined to form a subcommittee to research various options and alternatives that align with HCP&R 

long term planning and goals. The Park Board wishes to assist in finding viable options and understands 

that it is ultimately the decision of the Commissioners and Council on where to place County 

employees. It was determined that the subcommittee will consist of department leadership, along with 

the following Park Board members: Brad Eisenhart (Vice President), Gary Emsweller, and Bill 

DuMond. Eisenhart and DuMond are both appointed to the Park Board by the County Council, while 

Emsweller is appointed by Circuit Court Judge Dan Zielinski. Lemley will serve as liaison between the 

Commissioners and Council and the Park Board, conveying County leadership’s parameters, concerns, 

preferences, etc. to the subcommittee to help narrow the research focus. 

 

C.  NEW BUSINESS 

C-1.   McCloud Nature Park – 20th Anniversary  

Lemley thanked the Park Board for their dedication of service over the years as they will be celebrating 

the upcoming 20th anniversary of the opening of McCloud Nature Park this month. Lemley invited Park 

Naturalist, Sarah Wolf, to the discussion to provide a summary of the festivities planned to 

commemorate the park in honor of its 20th anniversary. Wolf said that (part-time) Assistant Naturalist, 

Linda Nichols, has taken the lead in planning activities, programs, and events throughout the month of 

May in celebration of the milestone anniversary. A uniquely themed scavenger hunt will be introduced 

every weekend and will feature a specific topic exclusive to McCloud Nature Park. Participants will 

have the opportunity to earn a themed patch/badge unique to each hike offered. A virtual scavenger hunt 

option will be available as well. Wolf said that Ivie and Holtsclaw have developed digital video taken 

from drone footage recordings of the hikes to create the virtual hike option. Lastly, on May 27th, the 

‘Evening Under the Stars’ program is planned and will provide registered guests an outdoor dinner of 

Dutch oven recipes and gourmet s’mores around a campfire. The cost to attend the event is $15.00 per 

person and requires advanced registration for guests ages 16 and up. Wolf presented the Park Board 

invitations for them and a guest to attend the event free of charge and explained that it will be more of 

an upscale, fancy, outdoor dining experience. Seymour is creating the décor theme for the dinner event. 

Wolf went on to say that entertainment will be provided along with Park Manager, Jim Holtsclaw and 

Nichols sharing stories and information about the park’s history. Additionally, guests will be invited and 

encouraged to attend the Astronomy program scheduled for later that evening presented by the Indiana 

Astronomical Society.         

 

C-2.  W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park – Reemerging Invasive Plants (Bill DuMond) 

Lemley said that DuMond recently walked Woodland Passage Trail, the newly constructed trail at W.S. 

Gibbs Memorial Park and had high remarks for the unique trail but has concerns over re-emergence of 

the invasive bush honeysuckle. DuMond stated that although he enjoyed the trail hike, it appears that the 

honeysuckle seems to be spreading rapidly in many places and feels that it could be better controlled. 

DuMond suggested organizing some sort of event, possibly in the fall, to remove the invasive species. 

Lemley acknowledged DuMond’s concerns and suggestion and explained that before the park was 

developed, the maintenance department spent a significant amount of time and energy in removing the 

invasive plants and followed up later with herbicide treatment but learned that if the stump of the 

honeysuckle does not receive herbicide treatment immediately following removal of the plant, it re-

emerges rapidly. Lemley assured the Park Board that removal remedies and managing overgrowth of the 

honeysuckle is on their radar but is currently not a priority as other projects and daily maintenance of 

park properties are top priority during this time of year. Lemley advised that removal and herbicide 

treatment to manage the invasive plants should be managed by the maintenance team, going forward, in 

a more intentional and controlled manner. Upon further discussion the Park Board concurred with 

Lemley’s advisement. 
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D.   PROPERTY UPDATES 

D-1. McCloud Nature Park 

Lemley informed the Park Board that with assistance from local beekeeper, Larry Kemerly, the 

interpretive Bee House will resume operation. The single hive will be divided into two separate hives 

with Kemerly donating an additional queen.  

 

With guidance from the Hendricks County Health Department, the naturalist team has updated the 

Pollinator Party vendor form allowing beekeepers to sell their honey at the event scheduled for August 

26th but must obtain a food handling certificate. To enhance the event and attendance, related contacts 

have received invitations to participate in the annual Pollinator Party hosted at McCloud Nature Park. 

Lemley thanked Wolf for taking care of this task.  

 

Lemley announced that they received a grant award from the Parks Foundation of Hendricks County 

(PFOHC) to fund the purchase of a nature-inspired cedar swing-set for McCloud Nature Park. The 

maintenance team will be installing the new feature.  

 

As of Friday, April 28th, TRAFx counters documented 1,426 vehicles visiting the park this month. 

 

D-2.  Vandalia Trail 

Lemley advised the Park Board that he requested right-of-way agent with Beam, Longest, and Neff (B-

L-N), Ryan Buckley, to prepare contract documents (in anticipation) for the preparation of a legal 

description and parcel plat for the proposed easement through the Charles Arnold property along C.R. 

500 South as part of the Eastern Expansion of Vandalia Trail project. After discussion, the Park Board 

directed Lemley to have Buckley prepare a purchase offer for the necessary easement through the 

Charles Arnold property. Lemley will provide the Park Board with an update within next month’s 

meeting.   

 

Lemley reported that the water system for the public restroom facilities along Vandalia Trail in Amo and 

Coatesville received satisfactory inspection/report results with Indiana Department of Environmental 

Management (IDEM)    

 

Lemley previously provided the Park Board with a map of the proposed trail layout for the eastern 

expansion of Vandalia Trail and requested that they provide input, comments, and/or revisions upon 

their review. Upon further review and additional discussion related to a variety of topics associated with 

such project, the Park Board had no revisions to the proposed trail layout as submitted.  

 

As of Friday, April 28th, TRAFx counters documented 1,978 patrons visiting the Vandalia Trail this 

month. The equestrian trail counter documented 90 patrons utilizing the trail. 

 

D-3. W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park 

Lemley informed the Park Board that John Hall Construction began site work, April 10th, for the future 

maintenance hub at W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park. Upon satisfactory soil compaction testing, the building 

subcontractor (Graber Post Buildings) will begin concrete work for the building.  

 

Lemley reported that the first quarterly progress report for the W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park Land and 

Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant was submitted to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

earlier this month. Lemley highlighted that a portion of the grant scope of work will most likely need 

revised as inflation has impacted the cost of construction significantly. If revisions are needed, Lemley’s 

recommendation to DNR is to eliminate the secondary/smaller restroom facility (originally included 
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within the scope of work) from this grant cycle. Lemley hopes to have bid packets prepared for the Park 

Board around September to solicit for the ADA trail system design, giving us a better idea of where we 

stand with costs. Lemley is comfortable with the engineers’ cost estimate of the ADA trail system and is 

well within next year’s budget.   

 

With full sponsorship support from West Central Quail Forever (WCQF) and the Hendricks County Soil 

and Water Conservation District (SWCD), the habitat/pollinator seed mix was purchased from 

Applegate’s Seed House, LLC. WCQF is also lending the seed drill planter for park staff to install the 

seed mixture once the 8-acre plot is prepared.    

 

Lemley reported that Heritage Interactive Services spent their Earth Day event at W.S. Gibbs Memorial 

Park planting ten trees they donated and dispersed 32 yards of landscaping mulch in various locations 

throughout the park.  

 

Lemley highlighted that the Camo Egg Hunt event hosted at Gibbs Park on April 8th was well attended 

with 282 participants.  

 

Lemley presented the Park Board with an example of one of the nine plaques that will be awarded to 

respective winners within each category offered at the inaugural family fishing tournament scheduled 

for Saturday, June 3rd, at W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park. The custom plaques were designed by Park 

Manager, Holtsclaw and created in-house with the help of long-time volunteer Gene Ardeel.   

 

Lemley reported that the Avon Police Department was provided information in locating the culprit 

responsible for habitual littering over the past several months at W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park. Through 

minimal efforts, HCP&R staff discovered the offender’s location and promptly provided it to the Avon 

Police Department and requested that they issue a permanent trespassing ban to the individual on all 

three HCP&R properties. With help from the Hendricks County Sheriff’s Department, Lemley learned 

that the individual was served with paperwork banning him from the three HCP&R properties.  

 

Lemley reported that the TRAFx counters did not get activated this month, therefore visitation numbers 

were not collected for W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park this month.  

 

E.  REPORTS 

E-1.   Superintendent Report 

Lemley reported that HCP&R is getting ready to implement monthly playground inspections and 

documentation. 

 

Lemley and Holtsclaw participated in a department safety discussion with Joshua Schermerhorn, IPEP 

representative. The safety discussion provided resources for use in the future. 

 

The entire maintenance team and a portion of the administrative staff attended the annual Indiana Parks 

& Recreation (IPRA) Maintenance Expo hosted at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds on April 26th. 

Educational sessions, vendor demonstrations, and roundtable discussions were featured at the expo. 

 

Lemley reported that the Hendricks County Commissioners will be funding the purchase of an 

additional automated external defibrillator (AED) unit to be housed at the W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park 

maintenance facility. The three AED units that have been maintained and serviced by HCP&R staff in 

the past will now be included in the county’s ongoing maintenance and service program.  
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E-2. Naturalist Update 

Wolf reported that most of the month of May will be dedicated toward the celebration of McCloud 

Nature Park’s 20th anniversary. The month-long celebration will include a variety of activities, events, 

and programs honoring McCloud Nature Park, with the fine of an “Evening Under the Stars” campfire 

dinner, scheduled for May 27th, will bring the celebration to a close. Wolf noted that the pre-school 

programs, home school programs, and Senior Center events are still taking place as planned.  

 

Wolf informed the Park Board that a “Touch-A-Truck” event is scheduled for Saturday, May 20th, at 

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park. This is the first time they are hosting this type of event. This is a free event 

where a variety of vehicles and equipment will be on site for a close-up view and possibly allow young 

attendees to sit inside the vehicles. Radio-controlled vehicles/airplanes and food truck vendors are also 

planned to be in attendance. Wolf added that Assistant Naturalist, Joe Lembo, is the lead person for the 

event and directed the Park Board to contact him if they would like to provide a vehicle or piece of 

equipment for the occasion.   

 

Beginning in June, the children’s day camps will be offered both at McCloud Nature Park and W.S. 

Gibbs Memorial Park. Wolf went on to say that teenagers will be assisting as Counselors in Training, as 

they volunteer their time in gaining such experience. The counselor in training volunteers will be 

accompanied by HCP&R staff while the children are present. 

 

Pell thanked Wolf for providing tree planting demonstrations last weekend for the Master Gardeners, 

Gardening for All Ages, show. The event was well attended with over 2,000 people attending.   

 

E-3.  Budget Report 

Lemley reported no issues with the day-to-day spending of the 2023 budget but wanted to highlight a 

few items for discussion. The encumbrance request that was submitted in 2022 was not processed until 

this morning’s County Council meeting. The County voted favorably to encumber the following funds.  

 

$990,000 from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Fund 

$4,381 from the General Fund for Professional Services 

$215,102 from the Innkeepers Fund 

$306,000 from the Food and Beverage Fund 

$1.216M from the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Grant 

 

Lemley explained that approximately $400,000 per year (for three years) will be reimbursed to the 

County for HCP&R’s portion of the grant commitment. 

 

Continuation of the Innkeepers Fee received favorable vote from Hendricks County Council.   

 

E-4.  Parks Foundation of Hendricks County Report 

Eisenhart had no additional information from the Foundation to report on that hadn’t already been 

discussed earlier in the meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 

 

The next regularly scheduled Park Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 7th, at 2:00 

p.m. at the Hendricks County Parks and Recreation Department Main Building Conference 

Room.   
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

                                                        

Matt Freije, Secretary 


